






Rear Setback Variance & Conditional Use Request for Accessory Dwelling Unit 

52 Clouse Avenue, Akron, OH 44333 

 

To the Members of the Bath Township Board of Zoning Appeals, 

We are writing to respectfully request the following for our property at 52 Clouse Avenue, 
Akron, OH 44333: 

1. A rear setback variance, and 

2. Conditional use approval for an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) to support 
multigenerational living. 

We purchased our home in 2018 and have come to deeply appreciate and enjoy being part of the 
Bath Township community. Over the past six years, we have grown to love this area—not only 
as residents, but as engaged members of the broader Bath community. 

As local business owners, we are both members of the Bath Business Association and supporters 
of the Bath Community Fund. Our families have moved nearby, and as we prepare to start our 
own family, we are committed to making this our long-term residence. To support that vision, we 
are pursuing a thoughtful home construction project that accommodates multigenerational living 
while respecting the character of our home and neighborhood. 

Project Background & Request 

We are currently in the planning phase of a renovation and expansion project involving our 100+ 
year-old home. Plans have been submitted, and construction will begin pending review and 
approvals of Bath Township Zoning Department and this committee. 

This project includes both restoration and new build elements, designed to preserve the home’s 
historic charm while adding modern functionality. The scope includes: 

• A larger kitchen and updated living areas 

• A new master suite for aging-in-place 

• A second-floor laundry 

• A three-car garage 

• An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) in the form of an in-law suite to support 
multigenerational living 

The ADU will be attached to the primary structure and function as a self-contained living space, 
consistent with the Township's goals to encourage housing flexibility and aging-in-place. 



As part of this project, we are requesting: 

• A rear setback variance: Our existing structure already encroaches within the 50-foot rear 
yard setback. We are requesting an additional 4 feet of depth, aligned with the current 
structure, not projecting significantly beyond the established line. 

• A conditional use approval for the ADU: The accessory dwelling is designed to support 
family caregiving and is not intended as an investment property. 

Justification per Sec. 309-C of the Zoning Resolution 

We believe our requests meet the conditions outlined in Section 309-C of the Bath Township 
Zoning Resolution, and offer the following rationale: 

1. Permitted Conditional Use 

The ADU is a conditional use permitted with BZA approval in the zoning district, and the rear 
setback modification falls under permitted variance consideration. 

2. Alignment with the Bath Township Comprehensive Plan 

• Supports aging-in-place and multigenerational living 

• Encourages investment in historic homes 

• Promotes responsible, resident-focused development 

3. No Substantial Impact on Neighbors or Community 

• We are submitting letters of support from adjacent neighbors, who understand and 
support our plan. 

• The project respects the scale, style, and character of the neighborhood and enhances 
overall property value. 

4. Other Relevant Considerations 

• The visual scale and massing of the proposed addition are consistent with neighboring 
properties and will not adversely affect the appearance of the neighborhood. 

• The project will result in no change to traffic, lighting, noise, or public service demands. 

• No existing landscaping will need to be removed. In fact, we have planted and 
maintained over 125 trees, shrubs, and perennials on the property since moving in in 
2018, demonstrating our long-term commitment to the appearance, health, and 
environmental quality of our home and community. 

• Drainage and runoff are being thoughtfully addressed in the design to preserve existing 
green space and prevent any negative impact to surrounding properties. 



• The accessory dwelling unit (ADU) will be owner-occupied and. It is not intended for 
commercial use. 

• This project reflects a long-term investment in Bath Township and our neighborhood. The 
home will remain owner-occupied, well-maintained, and rooted in the spirit of family, 
community, and preservation. 

 

This project represents our commitment to staying rooted in Bath Township for the long term 
while creating a home that meets the needs of our growing and extended family. We believe this 
request is reasonable, considerate, and in the spirit of the zoning code. We thank the Board for 
your time and consideration. 

 

Luke & Serenity Messner 

52 Clouse Avenue 

Akron, OH 44333 

330-608-8020 (Luke Cell) 

Luke.messner@gmail.com 
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BUILDING AND ZONING INSPECTION REPORT 

Property Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________  Zip: ________________ Parcel ID: __________________ 

Applicant’s Information: 

Name: __________________________________________________ Phone #: ______________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

Address (if different):____________________________________________________________________ 

Site visit date(s): ________________________  

Based on the inspection listed above, the project is: 

 Approved for the project as it has been proposed. Please see attached stamped plan.

 Disapproved. The proposed project is not capable of meeting the minimum code
requirements without adversely affecting the sewage treatment system (STS), private
water system (PWS), or future replacement area(s).

The conclusions rendered may be without the knowledge of some of the individual parts of the 
STS/PWS  and applies only to the date and time the conclusion was made. Therefore, this 
evaluation does NOT guarantee the future performance of the system(s). 

Comments:  

Inspector’s Signature: _________________________________________Date: _______________ 

Summit County Public Health 
1867 West Market Street   ♦   Akron, Ohio  44313-6901 

Phone: (330) 926-5600   ♦   Toll-free: 1 (877) 687-0002   ♦   Fax:  (330) 923-6436 
www.scph.org 

City State ZipCode 
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	Property Address: 62 Clouse Ave.
	City: Akron
	Zip: 44333
	Parcel ID: 500284
	Name: MRB Custom Construction LLC Mike Pierce
	Phone: 330-607-8496
	Email: mrb@ohio.net
	Address if different: 12734 Clinton Rd.                                 Doylestown                        OH               44230
	Site visit dates: 9/26/2025
	Date1_af_date: 9/26/25
	Text2: The proposed project (home addition) will be greater than 10ft from all septic components and greater than 5ft from the water well. The proposed project meets the required isolation distances and is approved. No nuisance observed at the time of inspection.
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